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Welcome from the Chair
Thanks for finding out more about the role of Chair of Trustees at the New Theatre Royal. The
Theatre is at the start of an exciting new chapter, and we are looking for a Chair who can help
shape our future and ensure the Theatre can realise its creative potential.
Like many cultural institutions, the New Theatre Royal has had a tough time in the past couple of
years. But we have managed to tackle our financial challenges and deal with historic debt. The
Board have decided the next step is to refresh our governance arrangements, putting in place a
new Chair and Board of Trustees who can lead the shaping of a vision for the Theatre’s creative
future and establish a sustainable financial base. By working with partners across the City and
beyond - particularly at the City Council, University of Portsmouth and Arts Council England – our
venue can also be a key component of the City’s rich creative and cultural offer.
There are real opportunities to build a new audience for high quality productions, and to engage
local people in the performing arts. Identified by Arts Council England as Priority Place, Portsmouth
has a variety of theatres, performance spaces and creative organisations. The newly established
Portsmouth Creates offers a forum for bringing that creative energy together for the City’s benefit.
We share a building with the University’s Faculty for Creative and Cultural Industries, and there are
exciting opportunities to develop our partnership with them. We also have links to many of our
local schools, colleges and community groups, as well as nearby cultural organisations and
venues, all of whom have a role in our future.
This is an exciting role that will take vision, hard work and determination. But we believe that for the
right person it can be a very rewarding role. After a difficult period in our history, following the
pandemic, the NTR needs to establish itself as a centrepiece for culture in the City, a key part of our
cultural ecology.
The next few years will see NTR evolve and grow, do get in touch with us for a chat if you want to
provide the leadership the Theatre needs for the next chapter of our life.

Simon Eden, Chair of Trustees

About us
Our vision
New Theatre Royal Portsmouth is a creative centre and
cultural champion based in the heart of Portsmouth, fostering
creativity, connectivity, and the articulation of ideas, to
stimulate healthier, happier and more inclusive communities.
Our values
We pride ourselves on a generosity of spirit, based on
empathy, equality and encouragement. We celebrate
creativity and curiosity in our communities and hold true to
the strength of theatre to transform and enrich peoples’ lives.
Our aims
Create and present a programme of high-quality and
innovative theatre, music, comedy, dance, community,
and circus arts, within our theatres and beyond;
Promote Portsmouth as a creative, international city, as a
vibrant place to live, work and spend time, with better life
chances for young people, and artist and creative sector
development;
Stimulate advances in the creative industries, including
emerging and future technologies, and the development
of the mid-scale theatre economy and creative practice;
Develop a stronger, more resilient theatre, proud of its
history, but focused on the future.

Portsmouth: A great waterfront city
We are located in the UK’s only island-centred city, made up of a
population of approximately 210,000 people.
A vibrant University city, Portsmouth benefits from a rich cultural heritage
and has a range of resources reflecting its history, including the Historic
Dockyard, Mary Rose Museum, and Portsmouth Museums portfolio. It
also has a range of creative venues, including the New Theatre Royal,
Kings Theatre, Guildhall and Aspex Gallery. Across the year, a range of
quality events and attractions adorn the city, from the Victorious Festival
in August to the Festival of Christmas in December.
Connectivity
Portsmouth is less than 1.5hrs train journey to London, trains run every 30
mins and take you direct into Waterloo station. Southampton International
Airport is half an hour away and Brittany Ferries operate regular
passenger services to France and Northern Spain.
Covid impact
Covid-19 lockdowns meant that we were unable to present any live
performances or earn income. On 25 August 2021 the NTRP completed
the sale of the Theatre’s freehold to Portsmouth City Council. The Trust
will lease back the building on a 50-year lease at a peppercorn rent. The
resulting sale proceeds allowed us to clear all outstanding debt and gave
us the resources to support the Theatre’s re-opening and ongoing
operation.
Emerging from that difficult base means that the Chair takes on the
organisation with a sound base on which we can build a new future for
the Theatre and enhance what we offer to the City.

Background
The New Theatre Royal Trustees (Portsmouth) Ltd is a company
limited by guarantee with charitable objects. The Trust is registered
with the charity commission and companies house. The objects of the
charity are the encouragement of the arts, the promotion and
advancement of performance, arts and learning in drama, opera,
music, ballet, painting and sculpture, cinema, literature and the other
arts.
The Theatre occupies a beautiful building in the heart of Portsmouth.
We have been on our current site since 1856, occupying a 700 seater
venue designed by Victorian Theatre architects Charles Phipps and
Frank Matcham. Alongside the Main Hall is a modern Studio Space
named in honour of the director, producer and actor Anthony
Minghella. That was opened in 2015, when, working with the University
of Portsmouth and Portsmouth City Council, we re-built the back of the
building to provide additional space and facilities.
The Trust would like to appoint a new Chair for its Board of Trustees,
to help guide the coming years of the Theatre and lead in creating a
sustainable financial base from which we can build our future
success.
We are working with the City Council and Arts Council England to
refresh the Board by appointing a new Chair and new Trustees with the
skills necessary to re-build a sustainable theatre which adds to the
City’s rich creative and cultural offer.
This next stage in our development will allow Arts Council England to
release up to £500,000 of funding to support the Theatre’s ongoing
development.

Role description
Chair the Board of Trustees of the New Theatre Royal
Ensure the Board meets its charitable objectives and obligations, and
acts in accordance with the Trust’s Articles of Association
Lead the development of a vision for the New Theatre Royal’s future
which will create an artistically exciting and financially sustainable
future
Guide the production of an Annual Business Plan which sets clear
targets for financial and operational performance
Oversee the scrutiny of the Theatre’s financial and operational
performance to ensure it meets its financial and artistic objectives in
accordance with its Annual Business Plan
Ensure the Theatre meets its obligations to all sections of the city and
region’s diverse communities
Advise and support the Theatre’s senior managers on all aspects of the
running of the Theatre
Liaise with partners in the City of Portsmouth and its surrounding
communities to ensure the Theatre plays a part in developing the
cultural offer of the city and region
Liaise with strategic partners including Arts Council England, Solent
Local Enterprise Partnership and others in shaping the Theatre’s
creative and operational future

Skills and experience
Experience of providing strategic leadership to organisations
An understanding of the charitable and/or not-for-profit sectors
Knowledge of the performing arts and the contribution they can
make to improving people’s quality of life
An appreciation of the challenges faced by an economically and
culturally diverse city and region
A sound understanding of financial management in the public,
charitable or not-for-profit sectors
An appreciation of the importance of reflecting the diversity of our
society in all that we do
An understanding of the regional and national arts landscape,
including the role and strategic objectives of Arts Council England
A sensitivity to local and national politics

How to apply
New Theatre Royal Portsmouth is working exclusively with Charisma
Charity Recruitment.
We welcome and encourage applications from people of all
backgrounds. We do not discriminate on the basis of disability, race,
colour, ethnicity, gender, religion, sexual orientation, age, veteran
status, or other category protected by law.
This unremunerated role is open to all who meet the criteria. To apply,
please submit your CV or career profile along with a supporting
statement via this link.
For more information please contact Adam Stacey or Katherine
Anderson-Scott at Charisma Charity Recruitment via
info@charismarecruitment.co.uk or calling 01962 813300.
Closing date for applications: 3 October 2022
Interview date with Charisma: no later than 6 October 2022
Interview date with Charity: w/c 10 and 17 October 2022

Southgate Chambers
37-39 Southgate Street
Winchester
SO23 9EH
info@charismarecruitment.co.uk
01962 813300 / 0207 998 8888
charismarecruitment.co.uk

